
Thank you to everyone who came to our 2020 annual meeting and potluck. The
food and the time together was precious to me, and I look forward to “Shining
our Light in 2020” being more than just a slogan, but something we get to live
into the whole year through. Part of my role in Shining a Light was raising the
awareness of the financial difficulties the parish faced and to plan for the future.
It is a joy and a pleasure to report that we ended 2019 in the black, and the
Christmas Campaign Building Fund loan repayment successfully raised just over
$11,000. Meaning Nativity is current on all its bills and has repaid all designated
and restricted funds. This sets us up on a firm foundation to begin many, many
more years of ministry together.

 
In order to prevent us from going into arrears to bills or restricted funds in the
future, we made a commitment  as Staff, Vestry and Finance Committee to
communicate effectively the financial needs of the parish. To do that we have
initiated 3 things: Weekly and Monthly Financial Reports, Fundraising Guidelines,
and Quarterly Budget Review and Amendment procedures. This month, I will
give you more information about the Financial Reports here in the newsletter,
Vestry members will be in direct communication with ministry leaders about
fundraising guidelines, and we’ll talk in March about the Quarterly Budget
Review. For those of you who aren’t numbers fans and are thinking why are we
talking about this…

 
When you all hired me to be your Rector you asked for: 
 
“Congregants seek a Rector who finds joy and love in the liturgy and the gospel,
whose faith is strong and integrity unwavering, who can teach and preach with
conviction and relate the Word of God to the times, trials, doubts and despairs of
parishioners’ lives. Nativity needs a faith leader and a business administrator.
Strategic thinking and planning, leadership capability and fiscal acumen are
needed strengths. Interpersonal skills, pastoral care, a pleasant and personable
demeanor and a sense of humor are also desired attributes.”

 
I hope in our first 90 days together you feel that I am living into that call. I find
great joy in our gathering together to worship and in seeking to balance the
cares of the people with the administration of the business, and I look forward
to equipping wonderful leaders on our vestry to continue to Shine our Light even
brighter!

 
Yours in Christ,
Mother Tracy
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Making Sense of the Financial Update

The picture above comes from January 26. Where does $27,102 per month come from? This is

our total projected 2020 expenses divided by 12. This is the amount we need to fully fund our

budget. 

 

Our fixed expenses, Mortgage, Payroll, and Utilities, alone contribute about $17,000 to this

number. The extra $10,000 funds our ministries budgets, repairs, upkeep, office supplies, and

the stuff that makes church happen! Cash flow varies month to month in every household and

in the church. Some months have 5 Sundays and some have 4. So we expect to see surpluses

and deficit months. Quarterly we will adjust the things we can to keep in line with our cash flow.

 

Income so far: These are the inflows we have received (excluding special offerings or

restricted funds other than building). 

Plate and Pledge: unrestricted money going towards operations. 

Building Fund: money restricted for use to pay major building expenses and or repay the loan

at an accelerated rate. 

Building Use: As a non profit we cannot rent our facility at a rate where we make a profit on our

building. We can charge building usage fees to offset use, wear and tear, maintenance, etc. Our

main contributor to building use is the SDA church.

Total: All of these combined 

 

2020 Financial Report

This will be the monthly summary of the financial report from the treasurer to the vestry that

will show where we stand for the year so far. Operating income is the Total of Plate and Pledge

for the Year subtracting the operational expenses to date will give us our net. Negative

numbers will be reported in brackets. We will do the same for Building Fund Income minus

expenses. Since we do not pay the 12% diocesan assessment on building funds it is to our

advantage to use these funds from time to time for repairs, strategic improvements, and

major expenses. This report is always as of the last date in the previous calendar month.



Tuesday, February 4, is our next regular

meeting.  Ruth Mc Farlane, a new candidate

for the DOK, will be speaking about good

nutrition.  Saturday, February 8, we will

attend the Diocesan Quarterly Meeting at

Holy Faith Episcopal Church. And lastly,

Saturday, February 29, we have our own

Mother Tracy giving us Quiet Day in Wolfe Hall.

We cordially invite all members of the parish

to join us for this very spiritual day.  Call

Maureen Nickel at 772-879-3793 for details.

Maureen Nickel , President of the DOK

Nativity's Cupboard

Needs YOU!

The Cupboard is open the first and

third Monday of each month from 4:00 PM to

6:00 PM for the distribution of food.  With many

thanks to our great volunteers, we served 682

families in 2019 for a total of 2,636 people.  As

you can see by the numbers, there is a need for

this ministry,  Volunteers are always welcome -

especially on the Tuesday mornings when food

is received and the shelves need to be stocked.

If you have some time to help out  please check

the schedule on the door of the Cupboard as to

what dates food will be delivered and when the

Cupboard is open  Come check us out;  maybe

you'll decide to become a volunteer. If you need

more info call me at 772-777-3325, or see me in

church.

Dotti Johnson



Greetings from Outreach Committee!

 

It is THAT time – RUMMAGE SALE time!!

 

If you have any items that you no longer need or want that are in good,

gently used condition, please put them aside until the week of Feb 16. You

may drop your items off Monday through Thursday, Feb 16-20, from 9:00 AM -12:00 PM. If

you can help set up and tag, please come Thursday, Feb 20, from 9:00 AM -12:00 PM in

Wolfe Hall. If you can work some of the time or the entire sale on Sat. Feb. 22, it would be

most appreciated. If you can help with clean up (Sat 1:00-2:00 PM) and getting items

packed up for donation, that, too, would be great! A sign-up sheet is on the far

table in Wolfe Hall.

 

We ask that your items be clean, complete and all pieces together. Putting items

in large ZipLoc bags with all pieces is helpful. Blue painters tape also works well

putting items together. Please tie cords with a tie wrap or rubber band. If an item

is “What is this?”, perhaps label the item as well. Feel free to put a price on your

item(s) and remember this is a rummage sale, so go low, people are looking for a

deal.

 

If possible, please size tablecloths, i.e. 48x70, or blankets as queen, full, etc.

Please no large TVs or computer equipment older than 5 years. Sadly no one

wants them, and they take up large amounts of space in Wolfe Hall.

 

We will be donating unsold items to Safe Space Thrift Store, Hospice Thrift Shop,

and Habitat for Humanity Restore for home improvement items.

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your help with this important

fundraiser for our Outreach programs.



Join us in Wolfe Hall, on Shrove Tuesday, February 25, from 5:00-7:00 PM

for a delicious Pancake Supper. All are welcome for some delicious fun and

fellowship!

This year we begin Lent on Wednesday, February 26. Ash Wednesday

services will be held at 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM.



Every Sunday during the sermon in Lent, we will be diving into how our

encounters with God leave us changed so that we can be a part of God’s

changing the world.



Lent is a season of preparation to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. It begins on Ash

Wednesday, February 26, and lasts 40 days (not counting Sundays) and ends on Easter morning,

April 12. Lent is a time of deliberate “self-examination and repentance; prayer, fasting, and self-

denial; and reading and meditating on God’s holy Word” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 265). During

this “tithe” of the year, we invite God to intervene in our lives, to adjust our relationships and actions,

and to make us more pleasing to God. Many Christians do this by adopting a “Lenten Discipline,”

which may be “giving up something for Lent” or “committing to doing something extra” in order to

draw closer to God. Here are some opportunities:

 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS, also known as “Stations of the Cross,” is a service in which we

accompany Jesus on his steps toward his death and burial. We will walk The Way of the Cross

Friday, April 3, at Noon and 7:00 PM. If you would like to walk The Way by yourself or with a

group of friends, a booklet with the Service will be available in the parish office during office hours.

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES – If you haven’t tried Sunday School, Lent is a great chance

to do that for 6 weeks to see how God might bless you. Sunday School for adults begins at 9:00

AM and 10:00 AM for children.

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING EUCHARIST at 10:00 AND BIBLE STUDY at 11:00 with Mother

Tracy

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY at 6:30 pm with Father Bob

 

DOK WOMEN’S QUIET DAY FEBRUARY 26 BEGINNING AT 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM IN

WOLFE HALL. All women of the parish are welcome to join for a special day of prayer and

contemplation led by Mother Tracy.

 

TRY A TITHE or TAKE A STEP TOWARD IT God asks for us to give 10% of all we are given

back to God. What if for 2020 you committed to just in Lent take one step, one percent closer?

Lenten Opportunties for 2020



Lent is also a time when we change or tone down several aspects of our worship together. 

 

The Great Litany: On the First Sunday in Lent, we will begin the service with the Great Litany, a

long prayer said responsively between the leader and congregation. It is the oldest liturgy in the

English language -- written in 1544, five years before the first Book of Common Prayer! It served as

the Prayers of the People during Eucharist for several years and is prescribed to be used in Morning

Prayer on Wednesdays and Fridays in the British Book of Common Prayer. In the United States, it is

a tradition to use it on the first Sundays in Advent and Lent and other penitential occasions.

 

Penitential Order: We will begin the Sunday services with the Penitential Order, a short service of

confession. There are several options within the Penitential Order, and we will use them all during

Lent. 

 

“Alleluia”: During Lent we don’t sing hymns with “alleluias” and omit the “Alleluia” when we

break the bread.

 

Hymns: We tone down the music to reflect the penitential mood of the season. The somber music for

six weeks will make the Easter joy even more joyful.

 

The Altar area will be bare and simpler. We won’t have flowers or extra candles. We substitute

earthenware utensils for the silver and brass. This six-week barrenness will make the Easter flowers

and silver and brass even more shining in their glory.

 

We avoid weddings and baptisms in Lent, as those are joyous occasions. 

 

Private Confession: Many Episcopalians go to a priest for private confession. To do that, please call

Mtr. Tracy Dugger at the office to arrange a time.

 

EXCEPTION: If we have a funeral in Lent, it becomes Easter for that day, because the Burial

service is a celebration of resurrection. For that service, we will bring out all the silver and

decorations and sing and shout “Alleluia!”

Lenten Customs for Worship



2/5    Elsa & Wilfred Craig

2/9    Joni & John Vernaglia

2/10 Joyce & Elwood Dance

2/10 Marie-Ange & Abner Genece

2/13 Kathy & Russell Woodward

2/25 Paula & Marcel Hosein

2/26 Arlene & Carlton DeRoy

2/3    Dorothy Doherty

2/3    William Manning

2/4    George Frederick

2/4    Hayden Garriques

2/4    Neville Lake

2/5    William Keane

2/7    David Horan

2/7    Kirk Wallace

2/8    Robert Smith

2/10 Eileen Zuber

2/11 Barbara Newell

2/14 Mary Justice

2/18 Joyce Morgan

2/18 Ronald Nickel, Sr. 

2/19 Jack Johnson

2/24 Joycelyn Bobb

2/25 Elaine Clem

2/26 Rhonda Blakey

2/26 Lena Maxwell-Schardsmidt

Meet Logan, Grandson to Frank Wood and our newest

Acolyte!  Children as young as 6 or 7 can learn to serve at the

altar by helping to set the table, and for those who are big

and strong they can learn to carry a candle called a torch.

 

All children are welcome to come and try it out once or twice

to see if this is something they like! Simply see Mother Tracy

on a Sunday, write her a yellow card, or have a grown up help

you write an email to her at tracy@nativitypsl.com.

 

If you try it and like serving, our head of the acolytes, Yvonne

Broessler, will teach you more about how to serve in all the

positions.

Acolyte Training



As a Christ-centered oasis, the Church of the

Nativity will be a place to experience

acceptance and love. We will invite ALL

people to come, be spiritually replenished, and

leave eager to do the work God has called

each of us to do. We will reflect God's love

and limitless possibilities through our

commitment to meaningful worship, spiritual

formation, sweeping outreach and robust

growth.

Nativity's Vision Statement

United by God's grace, the Church of the

Nativity is committed to love and

serve all people in Christ's name.

Nativity's Mission Statement

CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Tracy Dugger, Rector

The People of the Church of Nativity, Ministers

The Rt. Rev. Gregory O. Brewer, Bishop of Central Florida

The Rev. Robert G. Brandt, Retired Assistant Priest

The Rev. John W. Jasper, Retired Deacon

Mrs. Carol Armstrong, Parish Adminstrator

Ms. Jill Knights, Bookkeeper

Mr. Melvin Flournoy, Treasurer

Mrs. Hazel Graham, Minister of Music

Kendra Hunter, Newsletter Editor

Mr. Elwood Dance, Webmaster

Sundays:
7:30 AM    Holy Eucharist Rite 1
9:00 AM    Adult Sunday School
9:00 AM    Holy Eucharist Contemporary Rite II
10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II
5:00 PM    Holy Eucharist Sanctuary
 
Wednesday:
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist & Healing

CONTACT US: 

 

1151 SW Del Rio Blvd.

Port St Lucie, FL 34953

 

Tel: 772-343-0401

Fax: 772-343-0760

Email: nativitypsl@comcast.net

 

www.churchofthenativitypsl.com

 


