
Dear Nativity Family, 
 

Last year we set some ambitious goals for 2020. While Shining our 
Light we worked on “Dusting off  the Welcome Mat, Opening Up the 
Doors, and Getting the House Company Ready.”  We made changes 
to our physical and digital presence to welcome people comfortably 
and safely.  As we turn to 2021 we are working on Sustaining our 
Strength.  I believe our greatest strength is found when we focus on 
who we are and who we are called to become as a community.  
 
Who we are (Our Mission): We are a parish family. United by 
God’s Grace: Loving & Serving ALL people in Christ’s name. 
 
Our Vision (What We want to Do): Be a Christ centered oasis: a 
place to experience acceptance and love. Invite ALL people to come 
be spiritually replenished and leave eager to do the work God has 
called each of  us to do. 
 
Our Strategy (How we will do it): Reflect God's love and limitless  
possibilities, commitment to meaningful worship, spiritual formation, 
sweeping outreach and robust growth. 
 
We’ve been working on our audiovisual system to ensure meaningful  
worship. Our Bible Studies are meeting online and we’re adding 4th 
Sunday as Children and Family Sunday to build our spiritual  
formation. We’re achieving robust growth by welcoming new people 
online and in person, but we need your help to build on our strength 
of  sweeping outreach.  
 
We need your help to sustain and build on our 
strengths! If  you have not already done so please fill 
out your pledge card and return it. If  you did not  
receive a pledge card please let us know at  
nativitypsl@comcast.net or stop by the office. 
Whether you give $5, $50, $500, $5,000, or $50,000 
you are still a part of  this Nativity Family! But to Sus-
tain our Strength we need $325,000 that will move us 
toward our goals of  sweeping outreach into Port St. 
Lucie, we need your help!  
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 Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday’s 
9:00AM in our Sanctuary 

In-person worship:   
All participants are  

required to wear masks and 
maintain 6 foot  
social distancing 

 

9:00AM Online at 
https://

www.facebook.com/
nativitypsl OR 

https://
www.youtube.com/

nativitypsl OR  
Instagram.com/Nativitypsl 

 

Drive-Thru  
Communion 

First Sunday of the 
Month 

10AM to 12:00PM  
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I’m thankful for you! I’m grateful for another year together, and I’m thankful for a 
month to focus on blessings even in the midst of  struggle and confusion in the 
world.  
 
In this season of  thanksgiving, I invite you to cultivate the spiritual practice of 
gratitude.  
 
Reflect on each day of  November—from your getting up in the morning to your 
lying down in the evening with a lens of  gratitude. Use the 30 days thankful booklet, 
attached, to guide you through to thankfulness. Use the prompt in bold each day to 
reflect on the multitude of  thanksgivings in our lives. 
 
 
With Love and Gratitude, 
Mother Tracy+  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW SERVICE TIMES Starting November 15: 
 
  7:30 am  Traditional Rite 1 with no music In Person and on Facebook Live 
  9:00 am  Rite 2 In Person and on Facebook Live, abbreviated with some music 
10:30 am  ONLINE ONLY on YouTube and Facebook Rite 2 with full service  
 music  
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Stewardship Talk given by Neville Lake on October 25, 2020 
 
Good morning, Brothers & Sisters in Christ. 
 

Although it may seem premature, I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
Happy New Year as we approach 2021. 
 
I am doing so at this point for a couple of  reasons.  First, 2020 has been such an 
awful year in so many ways that I’m sure you’ll agree that we can’t start too early in 
bidding the year goodbye.  The second reason, though, has to do with the word 
“happy” in the Happy New Year greeting.  We will write and say Happy New Year 
numerous times as December draws to a close, but chances are that we won’t offer 
any suggestions or advice as to how to make the new year a happy one. 
 
I want to use this message to suggest what I believe will be one of  the keys to a 
happy 2021.  As a general rule, we are happy when we receive gifts, and many of  us, 
especially the kids, will be looking forward to the upcoming Christmas season in 
anticipation of  the gifts that they may receive.  However, my own experience is that 
we derive equal or even greater and more meaningful happiness from giving rather 
than receiving… and that is basically my answer to the question that was posed to 
me as a member of  the Stewardship Committee, namely, “Why do you give to the 
Church of  the Nativity?” 
 
More than anything else, I give because of  the happiness that I feel in the process of  
giving, a happiness felt both in my soul and also physiologically as the so-called 
“happy brain chemicals” kick in… the dopamine, serotonin, endorphin and oxytocin 
which God in his wisdom has designed and placed in us.   
 
I also give to Nativity out of  love, love of  God and neighbor, seeing that giving is 
one manifestation of  loving.  And for that we have the ultimate example in the 
famous John 3:16 verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son”, 
where there is a direct correlation between God’s loving and his giving.  And, for us 
humans, the greater the sacrifice we make in giving, the greater the demonstration 
of  love we are exhibiting.  
 
Of  course, I fully understand that each one of  us is different in terms of  our 
financial circumstances, and therefore our rate of  giving will vary.  However, 
whether we give to Nativity out of  our abundance or out of  our scarcity, I believe 
that we should try to go beyond our comfort zone and give an amount that is a little 
risky for us, in the assurance that the risk-reward ratio is in our favor with God as 
our back-stop.   
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Now, when we give to Nativity, regardless of  the amount, it is easy for us to be 
tempted to commend ourselves for being generous.  But, if  we stop to think about 
it, everything that we have (including all that we’ve worked for it) was given to us 
by God in the first place anyway, and so we, as stewards, are just giving back a 
portion of  what we were put in charge of.  As we are reminded in the prayer 
written on our Pledge envelopes: “All things come of  thee, O Lord, and of  thine 
own have we given thee.” And I believe that the degree of  our generosity in giving 
is one indication of  the quality of  stewards that we are striving to be.  
  
So then, what should our attitude be as we give? I believe it should be the now 
popular and catchy phrase “attitude of  gratitude.”  Being able to give is an 
opportunity for us to express our thankfulness, our way to bless the Lord, as it says 
in Psalm 103 that we should do.  Giving to God via the Church is our way of  
giving thanks, even --and especially-- when all the pieces of  our life, financially or 
otherwise, are not perfectly in place. 
 
Also, in Corinthians 9:7, we learn that “God loves a cheerful giver”.  And I believe 
that God himself  exemplifies being a “cheerful giver.”  I recently read in a 
devotional that, quote “God’s nature is to give, and he would like to see his own 
nature duplicated in his children.  Cheerful giving is God’s grace revealed though 
us.” End of  quote. 
 
Furthermore, giving cheerfully is a kind of  virtuous circle. The Bible says in Luke 
6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you.”  Now, I don’t mean to imply that giving 
should be approached as a “quid pro quo” kind of  deal; what I do believe, though, 
is that with God’s grace “blessings somehow generate blessings in return,” and we 
can go forward confidently with that assurance. 
 
So, to sum up, I give to Nativity for three reasons: first, because of  the happiness 
that I experience in doing so; second, as a demonstration of  my love for God and 
neighbor; and third, as an expression of  thanksgiving for the bountiful gifts with 
which I have been blessed.   
 
I invite everyone to join me in giving to Nativity sacrificially, and yet cheerfully, in 

2021, because then I do believe that my wish for you will come true, which is that 

you will all enjoy a Happy New Year! 
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Come Join our Gospel Meditation 
 

Gospel meditation is a great blessing and pleasure. 
 
 
 

CW joined us just last week, “gospel meditation meeting was such a special time for 
me; I got to meet you all and feel the energy...all positive.”   
 
DG, a long time member, “various opinions give me a different perspective and a much 
deeper understanding of  the importance of  the Gospels.”   
 
Allow yourself  to be taken by surprise.  For a moment, imagine yourself  
reading a brief  Gospel lesson. How do you respond to the lesson?   
 
Next, relax. Offer a prayer.  Imagine being in the scene. Imagine God assisting 
you.  Let your mind quiet. Now, is there something else, some other idea that 
brings new life to the scripture?  Allow yourself  to be taken by surprise.   
 
Now, join with others who have likewise spent the last thirty minutes.  Each 
speaks.  Another round of  surprises.   
 
Sign off  and enjoy your day contemplating the beauty of  this interaction.  
Allow yourself  to be taken by surprise.   
 
All this is done from the comfort of  your home by using your computer or 
phone. We meet by ZOOM every Thursday (except Thanksgiving) from 9 to 
10AM. 
 
Please call or email me for more information.  I can discuss the process, 
“teach” ZOOM use, get your email to invite you to our meetings, answer any 
questions or just talk.  
 
Or just send me your email address and I’ll send you a ZOOM invitation (link) 
and the Gospel lesson for the day.   
 
Bob Smith, 513-260-3646, cliftonbob@mac.com 
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SINGSPIRATION SERIES 
Join us in this virtual experience, as we explore the stories behind the creation 
of  the songs we love. Music has the power to heal and restore, so let us: 
 
Sing the hymns and songs we love, as an act of  worship to God! 
Learn new beautiful songs. 
Have our souls refreshed and spirits uplifted by God’s awesome gift of  music! 
 
When: Monday, November 23, 6:30pm 
Theme: Praise and Thanksgiving 
Where: Google Meet at meet.google.com/gdv-dkjc-iwk or by phone at (US) 
+1 505-738-1712  PIN:  845 360 624 # 

 
This series is being led by our Minister of  Music, Hazel Graham 

Whitty and  I would like to volunteer to take and 
pick up people to the poll for voting! 
 
We promise the following: 
1) No political conversation 
2) Must wear masks 
3) Windows in car open 
4) On a first call first pick up 
 
We would certainly like to hear from anyone else 
who would be willing to chauffeur people to and 
from the voting poles! 
 
Just call Whitty or Ron Herman at 772-871-6811  
 
May God Bless each of You! 
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UP  

terruisset sed, vis an magna numquam, no 

terruisset sed, vis an magna numquam, no 

terruisset sed, vis an magna numquam, no 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Outreach has many things going on through the Holiday Season. We are again 
working with the Council on Aging and are looking forward to helping families 
celebrate Thanksgiving with food baskets being packed on Thursday, 
November 19th and delivered on Sunday, November 22nd.  Donations have 
been coming in, but we especially need: yams, gravy, cranberry sauce/jelly, cereal, jelly, 
canned fruit, tuna, cereal, cookies, and holiday napkins. You can help by donating food 
and/or money (and we will shop for you).   
 
Enjoyment Books will not be sold this year.  Look for us next year! 
 
Our Toys for Tots will be held again this year in cooperation with the Marine Corps.  A 

box will be in the Narthex for unwrapped  gifts for children birth to 16.  All donations 

 are appreciated.  Donations will be accepted November 1st through Sunday, 
December 13th.   
 
Advent is November 29th through Christmas Eve.  We have had an Advent Calendar 
suggestion made.  Every day during advent, put 1 item of food aside for our food pantry. 
Bring to Nativity each week or after Christmas and the Outreach elves will put it away for 
our upcoming needs.  A calendar will be posted for ideas, such as: Nov. 29 – can of soup, 
Nov. 30 – can of vegetables, Dec. 1 – box of cereal and so on.  Dec 2 – 24 suggestions will 
be in the December Herald. 

Our Angel Tree   will be up Sunday, November 22nd in Wolfe Hall and these specific 
gifts for children should be wrapped and the Angel tag attached to the gift and returned 
by December 10th.  Last year we helped make Christmas special for 42 children. 
 
An upcoming change will be Christmas Bags for Families in December, rather than the 
traditional Christmas Basket of Food.   Many of these families are included as part of the 
Angel Tree gifts.  
 
The Annual Rummage Sale Fundraiser, in February, is currently in a waiting stage due to the 
continuing uncertainty of the pandemic.  We will keep you posted.   
 
A donation was made to Outreach in memory of a loved one and our prayers are with that 
family.  
 
Thank you for your continuing generosity during this difficult time!  
 
God Bless You!  
 
Outreach Committee  
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NATIVITY'S  CUPBOARD 
 

 

Many thanks to Bill and Kim Corners for the donation of  
a collapsible cart, which is being used on Monday nights to get the bags of  
food near the front doors for distribution.  On October 19th we had a total of  
36 clients  - more than we have had in quite a while.  We normally run 20 to 
25.  If  you receive unwanted calendars and/or Christmas (or other) cards, you 
may drop them off  at Church for the Cupboard.  Happy Thanksgiving to our 
Nativity Family.  
 

Have a blessed day, 
 
Dotti Johnson  

Monday November 2nd, All Souls’ Day, we will install Ruth McFarlane into 
the DOK at 1:00PM.  Also, we will recognize Barbara Zebosky for receiving 
the Bishop’s Cross not only representing our Chapter but the state of  
Florida.  We will have Corporate Communion for the Daughters. 
 
The outstanding messages we received from our Annual Retreat were the 
different methods of  prayer and the various versions given by some daughters 
to the Stations of  the Cross. 
 
Some of  the Daughters are having Prayer Pals in which they are praying for 
each other. 
 
God bless you all.   
Maureen Nickel, DOK President  
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11/01 David Badal 
11/01 Stanley Brimm 
11/01 Jonathan Diaz 
11/01 Terry Garman 
11/01  Lee Sherman 
11/02 William Jenkins 
11/07 David Hutchins 
11/07 Thomas Keane 
11/08 Soo Keller 
11/09 Melvin Flournoy 
11/11 Barbara Hills 
11/14 Kenneth Bridges 
11/14 JoAnne Hutchins 

11/15 Colin Duncombe 
11/15 Joan Garman 
11/16 Elsa Craig 
11/16 Jane Shaver 
11/17 Reuben Boatswain 
11/17 Victor Cyrus 
11/18 Carr Lee March 
11/21 Anne Cannon 
11/21 Calvin Lewis 
11/22 Sterling Pusey 
11/26 Vincent Molina 
11/28 Arlene DeRoy 
11/29 Elaine Gallagher 

11/21 Kate & Robert Smith 
11/23 Annette & Larry Jennings 

11/24 Sharlene & Antonio Figueroa 
11/26 Brenda & William Perry 

BIRTHDAYS IN THE FIRST WEEK OF DECEMBER 
12/2 Wilfred Graig 12/7 Charles Gaspard 
12/3 Carol Cyrus 12/7 Viviene Salkey 
12/3 Mary Mosley 
ANNIVERSARIES IN THE FIRST WEEK OF DECEMBER 
12/7 Carol & Robert Young 
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NEW SERVICE TIMES Starting November 15: 
 
  7:30 am  Traditional Rite 1 with no music In Person and on Facebook Live 
  9:00 am  Rite 2 In Person and on Facebook Live, abbreviated with some music 
10:30 am  ONLINE ONLY on YouTube and Facebook Rite 2 with full service  
 music  

 

 
 
Toys for Tots collection has begun.  Please donate unwrapped 
toys for children ages 1-16 through December 13th.  You can 
bring toys to the office OR drop off  at Drive-Thru 
Communion Sunday, November 1 and Sunday,  December 6.   
 
Thank you for your generosity! 
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First Std 
U.S. 

Postage 

1151 SW Del Rio Blvd. 
Port St. Lucie, FL   34953  
 

The Mission of  
Nativity: 

 
UNITED BY GOD’S 

GRACE 
 Loving and Serving 

ALL People in Christ’s 
Name 

Contact Us:  Tel:  (772) 343-0401     Fax:  (772) 343-0760 
Email:  nativitypsl@comcast.net    Website:  www.churchofthenativitypsl.com 

Church Staff 
Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 
The Rt. Rev. Gregory O. Brewer,  

Bishop of Central Florida 
The People of the Church of the Nativity,  

Ministers 
The Rev. Tracy M. Dugger, Rector 

Ms. Carol Armstrong, Parish Administrator 
Mr. Robert Giaquinto, Facilities Minister 
Mrs. Hazel Graham, Minister of Music 

Ms. Jill Knights, Bookkeeper 
Assisting Clergy: 

The Rev. Robert G. Brandt,  
Retired Assistant Priest 

The Rev. John W. Jasper, Retired Deacon 

Jesus loves... 

Vestry Members 
Vasco Coombs, Sr. Warden 
Ron Herman, Jr. Warden 
Terry Garman, Treasurer 

 
Wil Biebusch 

Richard Coffman 
Dennis Gallagher 

Neville Lake 
Beverly Shaffer 

Al Skeete 
Bunny Webb 
Sandy Wolfe 

 
 

 
Nativity’s Vision Statement 

As a Christ-centered oasis, the Church of the Nativity will be a place to experience acceptance 
and love.  We will invite ALL people to come, be spiritually replenished, and leave eager to do 
the work God has called each of us to do.  We will reflect God’s love and limitless possibilities 
through our commitment to meaningful worship, spiritual formation, sweeping outreach and 
robust growth. 

You 


