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Sunday, January 26th @ 5:00 PM Annual Meeting Potluck
 
 
This year’s annual meeting will be a little bit different. All the morning
services will continue as normal, and we will gather together to start
dinner promptly at 5:00 PM on January 26.
    
My promise to you is 20 minutes of business followed by 40 minutes of
fun! Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. The church will provide
fried chicken. While we eat, we will review the budget and elect our vestry. 
 
After dinner, we will celebrate the promise of the year to come with a
BRIEF Communion. Every participant will have the opportunity to light a
candle to represent their hopes and prayers for 2020, and then we will
celebrate our unity as a body of Christ in the Eucharist. 
 
I’m looking forward to the promise of a New Year together, and I’ll see you
at the annual meeting!
 
  
 
   
Every year Episcopal churches from around the Diocese of Central Florida
gather together in January for Diocesan Convention. 
  
This year’s convention is held Friday, January 24 and Saturday, January 25
in Winter Haven, FL at All Saint’s Academy. 
 
Nativity is entitled to three lay delegates elected by the vestry. This year
our church will be represented by Wil Biebusch, Richard Coffman, and Bev
Shaffer.
 
For more information about the convention you can visit cfdiocese.org
 
 

You're Invited to Annual Meeting! 

Diocesan Convention January 24-25



Beginning in January, our office hours will be Monday through Thursday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM! Due to having a child to get off to school and life
changes in the past year with Carol and Jill, we feel this schedule best suits
the availability of our staff and volunteers.
 
I, Mother Tracy, am always available to make appointments out of office
hours. I make evening appointments and am flexible to the needs of
people whose schedules do not accommodate 9:00 AM -3:00 PM. To
make an evening appointment, please contact me directly via email
Tracy@nativitypsl.com, or you can text or call my cell at 772-202-0476.
Due to every day in ministry being different, my time in the office is always
changing. Hospital visits, community gatherings, meetings for coffee,
lunch, or dinner with a side of pastoral care are always happening. So if
you want to be sure to catch me in the office, please make an
appointment directly with me or by contacting Carol.
 
Jill’s office schedule will also be changing.  Jill will be in the office Mondays
only. Due to the need to focus on numbers, line item accounting, and
balancing our books, Jill will be moving to share office space with the
vesting room, and Carol will move up into Jill’s office. Jill will work the
remainder of her hours remotely and is available by appointment, phone
or email. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and support as we make changes in the
office to make this the best possible workplace that facilitates the ministry
of loving and serving all people in Christ’s name.
 
Yours In Christ,
Mother Tracy+
 
 

Office Hours are Changing, and a 
Word About Appointments



              The Episcopal Church of the Nativity - Vestry Meeting Minutes
                                     Tuesday, October 15, 2019
 
Vestry Members Present: Judy Klimczak, Ken Miller, Whitty Herman,
Richard Coffman, Bert Taylor, Bev Shaffer, Stanley Abrahams, Dennis
Gallagher, Wil Biebusch, Claire Northcutt, Melvin Flournoy (Treasurer)
 
Clergy in Attendance: Mother Tracy Dugger
 
Vestry Absent: Sharlene Figueroa 

 
Call to Order: The meeting began with prayer led by Mother Tracy at
7:00PM. She then led an education piece on “Hitting the Ground Running.”
 
Financial Report review for October: Account Balances: MMC savings
account $64,894.78. Mortgage Balance: $433,557.79. Discretionary Fund:
$5,659.29. Memorial Savings: $4,490.66. Checking: $6,907.29. After
discussion, Mother Tracy requested a need for a motion to include a financial
summary of the previous month and monthly financial update in the bulletin
every week. Richard Coffman made the motion. Ken Miller seconded the
motion. The Vestry approved the motion.
 
Approval of October Financial Report pending audit: Dennis Gallagher
moved to accept the Financial Report as it stands.  Claire Northcutt seconded
the motion and [the motion] was approved pending audit.
 
Approval of October 2019 Minutes: Ken Miller asked for an amendment to
the minutes. Ken then made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected. 
Stanley Abrahams seconded the motion with approval by the Vestry. 
 
Nativity Cupboard: Thanks to the generosity of a parishioner, the cupboard
received a new fridge/freezer that expanded the capacity for food storage and
increased efficiency in cooling/electricity costs. Mother Tracy has authorized
Russell Rothfeld to oversee the sale of the refrigerator. The Vestry approved
this authorization. Outreach Thanksgiving Baskets- Mary Justice has
compiled a list of recipients and volunteers to deliver them. 
 
Junior Warden’s Report: Claire Northcutt – Light bulbs throughout the
facility were replaced, as well as AC filters. The grease trap in the kitchen was
flushed out. Men’s restroom toilet was fixed. The battery in the defibrillator
was checked. Outside grounds were maintained. The sidewalks and sheds were
pressure washed.
 
 
 



 
Rector’s Report: Advent Services and events:  Sunday, December 1, 1 pm
Healing Ministry Home Workshop;  Friday, December 6 - Jr. Youth St.
Nicholas Party 6:30 pm.; December 8 Advent Lessons and Carols 5 pm.;
Saturday, December 15 Christmas Cantata, “Love Made a Way, Faith
Congregational Church; December 21, 1-3 pm Altar Guild Advent Workshop
and workday. Christmas Services: Family Service, December 24 at 5:30 pm.;
Carols 10:30 pm. ;11:00 pm-Midnight Mass.; Christmas Day 10:00 am.; New
Year’s Eve- 5:30 pm. Website and Social Media: a new domain was purchased
by Mother Tracy: nativitypsl.com. Both websites work. NativityPSL on
Facebook and Instagram are running. Our Facebook traffic increased 9400% in
the first month. This digital activity generated 2 new families of visitors at the
Halloween Extravaganza, and 2 visitors at a Sunday service.
 
Insurance Quotes, Ken Miller: Ken and Claire Northcutt have been working
on receiving quotes from various companies. Mother Tracy and Claire will help
Ken to look over the proposed policies. This information will be presented to
The Vestry next month.
 
Budget for next year: The Finance Committee is in the process of creating the
budget. The Vestry will be presented with the annual budget for next year via
email during the month of December, for them to look over. Watch for emails.
 
Diocesan Convention: January 24, 2020 at All Saints Academy, in Winter
Haven. Mother Tracy stated that she needs three delegates. Wil Biebusch and
Bev Shaffer volunteered, and were duly elected. There is still a need for a third
candidate and an alternative. Mother Tracy has people in mind she is asking.
 
Vestry Member Recruitment: We need eight new members next year.
Mother Tracy has reached out to several people. Some Vestry members
suggested some possibilities.
 
The meeting was closed in prayer at 8:20 by Mother Tracy.
 
Next Vestry Meeting:  December 17, 2019
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Marianne Coffman-Secretary



Vestry Candidate Bios

 

Vasco Coombs

My name is Vasco Coombs. Having been brought up in

the Roman Catholic faith, I was received into the

Episcopal Church in 1983. After making a Cursillo in

1987, I was asked to join the Stewardship Committee

where I attended several seminars on Stewardship within

the Diocese of Southeast Florida and also served  
on the Vestry at my church. With the formation of the "Pay Day for

Christ Ministry" by Deacon Pratt, I later became its chairman and was

awarded a certificate for devoted service July 27, 1997. Working in the

Diocese for the Cursillo Movement in Southeast Florida, I later became

its Lay Director and had the pleasure of taking Cursillo to my homeland

(Jamaica) in 2010. Joining Nativity in June 2006, I was asked by Rev.

Wolfe to join the Vestry sometime in late 2007, and within a few months

as memory serves me, we had Rev. Mary Rosendahl. Now, being asked

again, I have prayed about this and look forward to God's guidance going

forward in making this place we call our home the Christ-centered oasis

on Del Rio that we see in our vision statement. This is going to take a

vestry that is centered on Christ, and with the guidance of Mother Tracy

and a focus on growth we will build this vineyard and lift it spiritually.

Candidate not pictured: Frank Wood 



Terry Garman
I was born in Ephrata, PA, November 1, 1934. Enlisted

in the Air Force after high school graduation, serving

from 1952 to 1956. With the help of the GI Bill, I

attended Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown, PA,

graduating in 1960 with a BS in Business

Administration. My employment included two years as  

a credit investigator with Dun and Bradstreet, seven years in various

positions with the federal government, followed by a 29-year career in

Sales and Marketing with AMP Incorporated.

 

Joan and I were married in 1957, between semesters while in college. We

have three adult children, two boys and one girl, five grandchildren and

one great-grandchild.  Joan and I have lived many places during our 62

years of married life. In all our moves, the church was an important part

of our life. We’ve been members of Nativity for 14 years. We

immediately felt “at home” when we entered Nativity for the first time

and still feel that “family” relationship.

 

In addition to serving on the Nativity vestry, including as Senior Warden,

I also served on a vestry in Pennsylvania, Indiana and Massachusetts. I’m

also currently a member of the finance committee and the stewardship

committee. I believe my experience in business plus my prior experience

in organizations at Nativity will be an asset as Mother Tracy implements

her vision for the future of Nativity.



Born in Queens, NY, I spent the next thirty years on

Long Island. I went to Valley Stream Central High

School, had a full scholarship to University

of Louisville and graduated with a degree in Electrical

Engineering. My first job was as Director of

Engineering with a company in Lindenhurst, NY. 

 

Ron Herman 

Then, as my focus evolved, was made VP of Sales. I stayed in sales the

rest of my professional career, mostly in the gift industry with two major

companies as their VP of Sales.

 

For a short period of time, I was an apprentice in the golf industry as I

earned my PGA card. Over the past 45 years I have had the privilege of

teaching and playing golf for enjoyment only.

 

Before moving to Florida in 2001, I spent 25 years in Holland, Michigan,

married to Laurie Ann. After she died, I was blessed to start seeing one of

Laurie's best friends, Whitty Bohmer of Lexington, Kentucky. Whitty and

I have four children between us, two each, and we were married by the

Right Reverend John L. Said on April 18, 2015.

 

I have been Senior Warden at Nativity and have served in many different

capacities since 2001. I would be truly humbled to serve again on the

Vestry of Nativity, and I thank Mother Tracy for asking me to volunteer

to possibly serve on your vestry.



I was born in Clarendon, Jamaica, WI. For high school,

I attended Jamaica College, from which I graduated in

1961. The rest of my formal education can be summed

up as follows: BA, (University College of the West

Indies); Teacher’s Certificate, (University of Toronto);

MA, (Middlebury College).

 

 

 

Neville Lake  

For all of my working life, I have been employed in schools, either as a

teacher or in an administrative position: in Jamaica, Happy Grove

(Manchioneal) and Cornwall College (Montego Bay); in the US, St.

George’ School (Newport, RI), Milton Academy (Milton, MA),

Buckingham, Brown & Nichols (Cambridge, MA), and Smith MS

(Marietta, GA).

 

In 1968, I had the good sense to marry Thelma Grossett, who was to

become my loving wife of 48 years, but who, sadly, suffered an untimely

passing in 2016.  Thelma and I had two sons, who, in turn, have blessed

us with four grandchildren.

 

All throughout my life, I have been a member of an

Anglican/Episcopalian church: St. Peter’s Church, Alley, Jamaica;

Church of the Holy Spirit, Boston., MA; St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,

Atlanta, GA… and, for the past 9 years, I have had the privilege and joy

of being a member of Church of the Nativity, where I have served in

various capacities.

 

With the arrival of Mother Tracy, we are embarking on an exciting new

chapter in the life of Nativity, and, as a prospective member of the

Vestry, I look forward to helping to shape the church’s future by drawing

on the lessons of my lifetime experiences, as well as relying on the

guidance of our Wonderful Counselor and the intercessory “groanings of

the Spirit”.



Born in Belize City, Belize, Central America; second oldest of eight

children (Hulbert and Hazel Skeete-deceased). Married (Rose Skeete),

five sisters (Dorla, Laverne, Dona, Linette and Doret), two brothers

(Clifford and Noel), three children (Aliesha, Gary and Niesha), one

granddaughter (Azariah).  

 

 

 

Al Skeete  

Electrical Engineer (Bachelors, City University, NY). US Army Sergeant

Major-retired (Trainer, Instructor, Construction Manager). Worked in the

Lighting Industry and Cardiac Rhythm Management/Electro Physiology

(Hospitals and Device Manufacturers). Received several certificates and

achievement awards. 

 

Served as President of Friends Reaching Friends Mission

Ministry, Men’s Groups, Youth Ministries, and Vestry (Holy Sacrament

Episcopal Church-FL, St Mathews-FL and St Augustine-NY). MPO

leader 1199 SEIU, volunteer with the HANDS-VIM

(Volunteers In Medicine) Clinic, veterans groups and a variety of youth

and community organizations. 

 

I was introduced to The Episcopal Church of the Nativity, where I was

greeted with open arms and a very warm and memorable reception. It has

been a most fulfilling and rewarding experience. I pledge to share my

time and talent towards the continued growth of this group. I am proud

and honored to serve in any capacity where I can contribute to success.

Both my wife and I look forward to being active members as we seek to

improve and expand our spiritual health.



Bunny and Horace have been members of Nativity since the
spring of 2000. She loves Nativity because it is a place where
she can worship fully, feel accepted and loved among a
diverse, caring and supportive congregation lead by clergy
inspired by the love of Jesus. As Nativity undergoes the
inevitable changes that come with growth and new leadership,
Bunny hopes to help preserve the character and dimension that
has made Nativity a unique and welcoming house of worship. 
 

Theora (Bunny) Webb

 
 
Since retiring in 2004, Bunny enjoys loving her grandchildren, travel, reading,
golf, Bridge and contributing to the community through her volunteer service on
nonprofit Boards that currently include the Cleveland Clinic Florida Regional
Board, The Martin Health Board of Trustees, The Martin Health Foundation
Board, The Community Foundation Martin St. Lucie Board, the Leadership
Committee of Impact 100 St. Lucie and Ad Hoc bodies like the Nativity Search
Committee. Formerly, she served on the Kids Connected by Design Board, the
Backus Museum Board, PACE Center for Girls, Treasure Coast Board, Past
President of the Women’s Auxiliary of the Pelican Yacht Club and an original
Jewelia for SLC VIM/HANDS Clinic.
 
Before retiring:
*Corporate consultant specializing in Corporate  Diversity, Strategic
Philanthropy, Public and Community Relations and Communications.
 
*Director of Public Affairs for Duracell International Inc., a $2 billion global
company.
 
*Founder and President of HSW Communications, a boutique consulting firm in
Washington, providing strategic counsel to corporate, governmental and trade
association clients.
 
*Presidential appointee for Ronald Reagan - Director of Public Affairs for the
International Trade Administration, US Department of Commerce.
 
*Former educator and project manager for the US Committee for Energy
Awareness, a nuclear electric energy industry association.
 
Bunny hopes to use her organizational, management, administrative, leadership 

and collegial skills to help Nativity and Mother Dugger realize improved impact
into the coming decade.



I have been a member of Nativity since my husband,

Fr. Paul Wolfe, and I moved to Port Saint Lucie in

1998 at the request of Bishop Howe. Nativity was a

struggling mission at the time and Bishop Howe asked

Paul to come here and build it into a thriving parish.

 

 

 

Nativity has always been known for its open, welcoming, inclusive

approach to both its members, visitors and its worship styles. It truly is a

church for everyone. With the arrival of Mother Tracy, I feel a renewed

sense of energy and would like to serve on the Vestry as we focus on

revitalization and attracting new members.

 

Ministries:  I am a member of the Daughters of the King, served as

chairperson for the Strategic Planning Committee, served as the chair for

the Search Committee, served on the Vestry several years ago, am a

member of the Finance Committee and facilitate the Walking the

Mourners Path class.

 

About me:  I have been a member of Nativity since our arrival in Port

Saint Lucie. I retired from the St. Lucie School District in 2012, after

serving for 40 years in education. My career, along with God's will,

brought me much joy. I was a teacher, Principal, Assistant Superintendent

and finally, Deputy Superintendent of the St. Lucie School District for the

last 10 years. With retirement, came time that I could commit to this

church I love.

 

Paul and I together have four adult children and eight grandchildren; all

of whom are the light of my life. With his passing in 2009, I found so

much love and support from the wonderful parishioners at Nativity. I

hope to be a part of our continued growth as we constantly seek to

discern God's will for us.

Sandra Wolfe  



                            

Many thanks to the parishioners who came to our rescue to help us with

Reverend Tracy’s Installation dinner. Members from the Dinner Dance

helped us on Saturday as well as a few other nonmembers who gave us a

big hand. 

 

Monday, December 9, we went to Holy Faith to listen to their

preparations for the Diocesan Assembly Quarterly Meeting on February 8

at their church. We shared our DOK 2-year plans with them.

 

Lastly, nine of us went door-to-door singing Christmas Carols to the

residents of the Gardens of PSL Nursing Home. A Happy and Holy New

Year to all of you.

 

Maureen Nickel, President

 

Where did 2019 go? Seems the years just fly by. In 2019 we had 682
families, for a total of 2,636 people, use the Cupboard. 23 children were
part of our Angel Tree Program, and the families of these children were
very appreciative of the gifts provided by our parishioners.  
 
The Cupboard is open the first and third Monday of the month from 4 to
6, and the food is picked up on the Tuesday before from the Treasure
Coast Food Bank. We could use some help, male or female, with
unloading the truck and sorting the food. If you can spare an hour or so
on a Tuesday morning starting at 10 a.m. PLEASE LET ME KNOW -
772-777-3325, jdjohnson57@gmail.com or see me in church. If you can
help, a copy of the schedule will be sent to you, and the schedule is also
posted on the door of the Cupboard.  
 
Many thanks for all the Christmas cards and calendars donated to the
Cupboard. I wish all of you a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR and hope to
see some new faces helping at the Cupboard.
 
Blessings,
Dotti Johnson

Nativity's Cupboard



Happy New Year!

  

Thank you for making our 2019 year so wonderful!  We packed and
delivered 38 baskets for Thanksgiving and again for Christmas!  
 
Toys for Tots was a fabulous success!  Your donations filled 2 large
boxes with new toys for children in St. Lucie County.  Thank you to
everyone who donated to the Marines’ drive.
 
Working with the families from Food Pantry, Council on the Aging,
Homeless Veterans, Schools, and our monthly families, we provided 42
children with Angel Tree Gifts.  
 
Enjoyment books will be available until January 12th.  Please contact
Susan Montgomery at 973-476-5164 or Carol in the office.  These books
provide a variety of savings and support Outreach needs here at Nativity.
 
Rummage Sale:  Saturday, February 22 from 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
     Drop off items: Feb 17-20 ( 9-2)
     Set-Up – Thursday: Feb 20 (9-12)
The upcoming Rummage Sale is our biggest fundraiser, so please save
your gently used items for this event!  Please do not donate broken or
partial items.  For an item with multiple pieces, consider using a Ziploc
bag to keep pieces together or tie wraps to keep pieces together.
     If you can help with set-up, Thursday, or the actual sale on Saturday,
please sign up in Wolfe Hall.  Your help is appreciated through your
donations, time for set-up, clean-up or working the sale. Items not sold
will be donated to charity; such as, Safe Space, Mustard Seed, and/or
Habitat for Humanity Restore.
 
Our cupboard is low following our Holiday Basket deliveries, so if you
see a 2 for 1 at Publix, think of us.
 
Once again, Thank You, for sharing your generosity to families and
friends of Nativity. You are the blessings of this ministry!

Outreach  Happenings



We are a small but mighty group who get together on the fourth

Wednesday of the month at 11:00 AM to collect whatever we have

made, and you are more than welcome to stop by and check us out.

This year we made: 196 hats for cancer patients; 2 blankets, one

gingerbread man and 248 hats for the Pediatrics Department, Tradition.

Thanks to Lyn Marino we now have a nice supply of prayer shawls. If

you would like a shawl to give to someone please let me know, and I

will have it blessed and get it to you. You can reach me at 772-777-

3325 or jdjohnson57@gmail.com.

 

Dotti Johnson

Parents' Night Out a Hit! 
Thank you to all volunteers who organized and helped at our annual

Parents Night Out. The children had a wonderful time making

Christmas crafts, playing games, watching a movie and learning about

St. Nicholas!  

Happy Holy Hookers



Thank you to all who helped decorate Nativity for the

Christmas season! 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thanks also go out to all who helped pack our Christmas

baskets! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

1/2   Robin Murray

1/3   Scott Benjamin 

1/3   Lynn Thompson 

1/4   Richard Munroe

1/5   Antonio Figueroa III

1/5   Robert Townsend

1/9   Kenneth Johnson 

1/9   Stephanie Keane  

1/10 Juliet Seecharran

1/11 Dave Russer

1/12 Luke Kavovit

1/13 Alvarez Flournoy

 

 

1/13 Josephine Hosein

1/14 William Doherty

1/14 Victoria Latortue

1/17 Nancy Keane

1/19 Roger Poirier

1/22 Jerald Bryant

1/26 John Geffert, Jr. 

1/27 Mark Blakey

1/28 Russell Rothfeld

1/29 Delores Keane

1/29 Kate Smith

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/26 Viola & Noel Gittens

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a Christ-centered oasis, the Church of the Nativity will be a place to experience acceptance and

love. We will invite ALL people to come, be spiritually replenished, and leave eager to do the work

God has called each of us to do. We will reflect God's love and limitless possibilities through our

commitment to meaningful worship, spiritual formation, sweeping outreach and robust growth. 

Nativity's Vision Statement
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Sundays:

  7:30 AM    Holy Eucharist Rite 1 

  9:00 AM    Adult Sunday School

  9:00 AM    Holy Eucharist Contemporary Rite II

10:30 AM    Holy Eucharist Rite II 

  5:00 PM     Holy Eucharist Sanctuary

 

Wednesday: 

10:00 AM   Holy Eucharist & Healing

CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Tracy Dugger, Rector

The People of the Church of Nativity, Ministers 

The Rt. Rev. Gregory O. Brewer, Bishop of Central Florida 

The Rev. Robert G. Brandt, Retired Assistant Priest 

The Rev. John W. Jasper, Retired Deacon 

Mrs. Carol Armstrong, Parish Adminstrator

Ms. Jill Knights, Bookkeeper 

Mr. Melvin Flournoy, Treasurer

Mrs. Hazel Graham, Minister of Music 

Kendra Hunter, Newsletter Editor 

Mr. Elwood Dance, Webmaster

Ms. Jane Oliver, Librarian

Mission Statement

United by God's grace, the Church of the Nativity is committed to love and 

serve all people in Christ's name. 


